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THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR MARBURGER 

Pastor’s email: pastor@stjohnsdanforth.com        Phone: 563-506-3191 

 

Fear Not! 

As we go into a New Year, God reminds us to “Fear Not”. How many 

times do we worry about things we have no control over? Whether it’s 

as simple as the weather, as serious as our health concerns, finances, 

family issues. The list can go on and on.  

However, in the Bible, God tells us 365 times not to worry! That’s once 

for every day in the year! He says “Fear Not”; Do not be afraid; Be 

anxious about nothing. When God has a message for us, he repeats it 

over and over! It’s like He is telling us to Listen Up!  

What do you fear as we go into this New Year? I’ve heard the saying 

“Worry is like sitting in a rocking chair; you rock and rock and get 

nowhere.” 

As we begin to see 2020 come into our lives, let us not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let our requests be made known to God. (Philippians 4:6). 

As we begin a new year with the season of Epiphany, it is fitting for us to 

keep our light shining as we recall in Matthew 5:16.  

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 

your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 

5:16) 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Duane Marburger 

 

P.S. Thanks for the able help of Bonnie and Megan for assisting with 

thoughts and getting this message prepared and for their able 

assistance in worship, Power Point and bulletin preparation. 
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     Acolyte Schedule for  January 

Jan. 4  Kenzie 

Jan. 5 Lyndon 

Jan. 11 Beau 

Jan. 12 Cort 

Jan. 18 Elliot 

Jan. 19 Sophia 

Jan. 25 Elliot 

Jan. 26 Wes 

Jan. 4  Jonathan 

Jan. 5 Lyndon 

Jan. 11 Peyton 

Jan. 12 Phylicity 

Jan. 18 Elliot 

Jan. 19 Payton 

Jan. 25 Elliot 

Jan. 26 Garret 

G.O.D.’s Food Pantry 

The Food Pantry can always use soup, cereal, peanut butter, oatmeal, 
pasta, canned goods, personal care items and diapers. 

 

Thank you to all who give so generously throughout the year! The 
Pantry was able to help 953 families (2,852 individuals) in 2019! 

PowerPoint Schedule for January 

*********************************************************************************************

Committee Meetings: 

January 9– Outreach 

January 14– Church Council 

January 16– Worship & Music 

January 21– Parish Ed 

Benevolences for 2020 

January - GOD’s Food Pantry and Clifton Food Pantry 

February - Lutheran Veterans & Military Families Ministries 

March -  NALC Disaster Relief 

Choir Practice will 
resume on 
January 8 

January 8: Love Day Sewing 

We’d Like Your Help! 
Please join us after Worship on 

Sunday, January 12 to help take down 
the Christmas tree and decorations. 

Our goal of $3600 for the Missionary 
Fund has been met! Thanks for your 
contributions through 2019. We’ve 

successfully sent $150 a month to both 
the Ekka and Gainer families. Thanks! 

Thank You! 
The Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministries would like to thank the 

members of St. Johns Showcase for their donation of $100 to the ministry. You can 
visit www.facebook.com/LMVFM to see your ornament. LMVFM is committed to 
helping military, veterans, military contractors and their family members receive the 

direct care and support through programs the ministry has to offer. Thank you for 
your support and partnership with LMVFM. Were it not for the blessings that God 
continues to provide the ministry, and faithful friends like you, LMVFM would not 

be able to carry on with the work that we do.  
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2020 Youth Quake– Jr. & Sr. High 
 

February 28—March 1, 2020 

Hyatt Regency Schaumburg-Chicago 
1800 E. Golf Rd., Schaumburg, IL 60173 
 

Let us know by Sunday, January 19 if you 
plan to attend. 

$6460 

Parsonage Boiler 

We have successfully raised the full amount!  

Thank you so much to everyone for contributing 
and helping us meet our goal! We appreciate 

your generosity! 

2019 Tree of Warmth 

Sweatpants/shirt– 1 set 
Scarves– 15      Hats– 32 

Headbands– 2      Socks– 99 pairs 
Gloves/mittens– 39 pairs 

Total Items– 188 

Thanks to all who contributed. 



Thank You 
Thank you for your generous giving 
to GOD’s Food Pantry all year long! 
A special thanks for the items from 
your “Tree of Warmth”. We really 
appreciate all you have done for 
helping our families in need. 

- GOD’s Food Pantry 
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Caroling at Prairieview 

Recipe Corner 

 

Red Velvet Cake Cookies 
 

Submitted by Carol Albrecht 
 

Ingredients: 

• Red velvet cake mix 

• 1 egg 

• 8 oz. cool whip 

• Powdered sugar 
 

Directions: 

 Roll in powdered sugar. 

 Bake for 8-10 minutes at 375° 

If you are interested in submitting a recipe, please send to Megan 
in the Church Office by the 15th of each month. We’d like to 
include a recipe in each newsletter. 
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Christmas Eve Service 

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church Council and Members: 
Patty and I would like to again extend our gratitude for the financial and spiritual support you have 
offered us during my journey towards vocational ministry over the last 5 years. We cannot express how 
helpful it has been to have the stress of financing my school taken off of our shoulders during this 
journey, nor can we thank you enough for all the trust and support you gave us while acting as 
volunteers at St. John’s in various ministries. Again, we, in the words of Paul “thank God in all our 
remembrance of you” (Phillipians 1:3). 
YFC Update 
Youth for Christ Iroquois West HS Campus Life merged with Clifton Central HS Campus Life due to 
shortage of volunteers with Youth for Christ and has averaged an attendance of 15-20 weekly since the 
merger. Iroquois West MS Campus Life has been continuing on Monday nights, the same as last year, 
but attendance seems to drop in the winter. Because of this along with the nighttime darkness during 
our club (630-8PM), we are considering moving it to an “after school” 3:30-5 program during the 3rd 
quarter. I will continue to run these programs for the foreseeable future. 
Both HS and MS Campus Life were offered free tickets for themselves and friends to attend the “Dead 
Serious About Life” show this past November, and we pray that the message in that show touched our 
community and provided needed comfort for those struggling with mental illness and depression. 
Overall, both ministries are continuing on strongly, and I pray God is working through the ministry to 
bring followers to Christ along with strength and comfort to struggling teens. As always, we gladly 
accept any one who would like to volunteer as a small group leader for either program, especially 
concerning the possible after school program transition. The smaller the groups we can get with 
leaders, the more youth are willing to open up about their struggles. We pray that leaders will be built 
up in our communities to keep this program going, no matter where or what we are called to in the 
future. 
With our Gratitude and Love, 
Tim and Patty Tammen 


